
Minutes 
SMSUA General Member Meeting 

February 9, 2026 - 7:00 pm 
Bellevue City Hall 

 
 

 
Important Dates: 

• Mar 7 -First HS games 
• Mar 9 - GMM 
• Apr 13 - GMM 
• May 9-10 - Acer's Mother’s Day (48 teams) 
• May 21-23 - HS State 
• May 30-31 - USA Showcase (77 teams) 
• June 6-7 - Little Metros 
• June 27-28 - Big Metros 
• July 21-26 - Western Nationals 

 
USA Softball (Jim Donner): 

• Plea for recruiting 
• First tournament - Feb 21/22 at Phil Johnson 

o 21st will have 2 fields for new recruits; Sunday will be veterans only. 
• Next tournament - Feb 28/Mar 1 will be multiple sites 

o Will need umps - email coming soon. 
• $60/game again this year (Nationals are $50/game) 
• Nationals: 3 complexes, 13 fields. ~39-42 umps all up. Let George know if you're interested; you'll need 

to work Metros at a minimum to qualify. 
• If interested in slow pitch, talk with George for training and Rookie for assigning. $40/game, 1:05 no 

new inning. 
 
Member Updates: 

• Umpire intros around the room - 6 rookies, 36 returning, 1 commissioner 
• Cheyenne - home now, there's a GoFundMe 
• Greg - recovering from a stroke, doesn't want to be inundated by phone calls right now, taking time to 

recover this season 
 
WOA: 

• Get certified - go to Arbiter and click through to the WOA Central Hub. Jeff walked everyone through 
the Eligibility Center and how to get certified. 

• Download the study guides to prepare for WOA annual exam 
• Discriminatory behavior policy: 

o When heard/seen by the official:  
§ Enforce all applicable NFHS rules, which may include an ejection 
§ Stop game, send players to dugouts 
§ Bring head coaches together (pitcher's circle is a good place, away from fans), report 

what was seen/heard (without identifying the reporter), have coaches address teams 



§ Notify event management 
§ Report incident to Rookie (1st) or Jeff after the game 

o When reported to the official: 
§ Stop game, send players to dugouts 
§ Bring head coaches together (pitcher's circle is a good place, away from fans), report 

what was seen/heard (without identifying the reporter), have coaches address teams 
§ Notify event management 
§ Report incident to Rookie (1st) or Jeff after the game 

o Umpires may not terminate a contest due to discriminatory behavior. Only game management 
has that authority. 

• Extra Player (sub-varsity only): 
o Use of EP does not change use of DP/Flex 
o Optional for both teams 
o Must be declared at plate meeting 

• 2026 rule changes: 
o Audio/video recording by players is prohibited (from playing surface) 
o New options for umpire uniform 

§ Have option to wear charcoal gray or navy blue, in addition to heather gray. Must match 
partner. Heather gray is default until Jan 1, 2027. Afterwards, no more heather gray. 

§ WOA shirt is still required 
§ Gray ball bags (navy if wearing navy pants) 

o Rule 8 (base running) is reformatted and clarified 
o READ THE RULEBOOK 
o WEAR THE UNIFORM (and see Uniforms | Seattle Metro Softball Umpires Association!) 

• Points of Emphasis: 
o Obstruction - if the runner is not hindered or impeded, there's no OBS 
o Maintain an unobstructed view of the play 
o Communication - begins as soon as you get your assignment, confirm with partner in advance 

• Plate Meeting: 
o "Is your team legally and properly equipped?" 
o "Do you have a medical professional on site who is trained in concussion management?" 
o "Is an athletic director or other game management on site?" 
o Ground rule and league rules - covered by home coach 

§ Run rules: "Coaches - our run rules are 10 after 5." PAUSE and see if they want to add 15 
after 3 - don't talk them into it, but if they agree on it, game on. 

§ KingCo has approval to run on deck circles either side; Metro does not. And the rules 
FOLLOW THE TEAM, not the game venue 

• Ejections: 
o Only eject if rules require an ejection - restrict them to the dugout 
o Notify appropriate coach (with reason) 
o Record info on lineup card 
o Call Rookie immediately after the game 
o File ejection report on Central Hub when you get home (just the facts!) 

• Post-Game Reports: 
o Required for every game, by midnight 
o Note score on your game card 
o Put game data in the notes field if suspended; don't put commentary about players, umps 
o Problems - call Rookie or Jeff 



 
Other Discussion: 

• Longevity pin awards distributed 
• Books and coins distributed 

 
Follow-Up Items: 

• Need to lock down rules page on website 
• Need to confirm uniform page on website and share with membership 

 
Adjourn 


