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Important Dates: 
●​ High School: 

○​ Fastpitch Season Begin - March 10 
○​ State Championships - May 21-23 

●​ USA Softball of Seattle (Large Tournaments): 
○​ Acer’s Mother’s Day - May 9-10 
○​ USA Showcase - May 30-31 
○​ Little Metros - June 6-7 
○​ Big Metros - June 27-28 
○​ Western Nationals - July 21-26 

​ Full List of USA Softball of Seattle Tournaments 

 

Meeting Dates: 
●​ General Membership Meeting - Bellevue City Hall 

Room 1E-108 
○​ March 9, 2026 
○​ April 13, 2026 (USA Softball Test Night + Pizza) 

●​ Board Meeting - Zoom 
○​ April 12, 2026 

 
 

Welcome New Fastpitch Umpires: 
●​ Kymm Bryce 
●​ Kurt Peters 
●​ Mike Treiber 
●​ Nick Blazina 

●​ Huber Cooney 
●​ Wes Henrie 
●​ John Puetz 
●​ Mark Madigan 

 

https://seattle.registerplay.com/pages/home


 
 

 

Season Registration Reminders 
The 2026 Season is Underway: Are You Registered? 

The 2026 season has officially arrived! While the games are already in motion, we want 
to ensure every umpire in our association is fully compliant and covered. USA Softball 
has made it easier than ever to get your credentials current, and the portal is fully active. 

If you haven't completed your paperwork yet, please take a moment to do so 
immediately. It is a 4-step process designed to get you onto the field with full insurance 
coverage and certification. 

 
Your 4-Step Registration Guide 

To keep things simple, we’ve broken down the requirements. Full instructions are also 
hosted on the SMSUA website and attached to this email. 

1.​ Access the Portal: Log into the Register Play system. 
2.​ Update Your Profile: Ensure your contact information for the 2026 season is accurate. 
3.​ Clearance: Complete your background check and SafeSport training. 
4.​ Finalize: Pay your dues to activate your 2026 status. 

 
Vital Links 

Don't wait until your next assignment to find out your registration has lapsed. Use the 
links below to get current: 

●​ Begin Registration: USA Softball Register Play Portal 
●​ Need Help? SMSUA Registration Instructions 

 

Reminder: Being registered isn't just about the badge—it’s about ensuring you are 
protected by USA Softball’s insurance policy while you're on the diamond. 

Let’s keep the momentum going for a great 2026 season. See you at the field! 

 

https://seattle.registerplay.com/
https://smsua.org/forms-documents/


 

 
Behind the Plate 
By Tom Kelly 
 
5 questions with SMSUA member and former UIC, Kayleen Dunson 

1)​  What gets you up in the morning? 

“Huck. He’s our mini pinscher / chihuahua old man. I hear him scurrying out of 
his bed and heading downstairs. If I don’t get up in time to let him out my first 
act of the morning is cleaning up pee in surprisingly hard to reach places! 

For quite a while I got up at 5:30 am every morning to take myself on a 
30-minute walk in the woods. This changed my life. Highly recommend.” 

2)  What do you like about umpiring? 

“I love striving for perfection. AND I love how no matter how hard I try; I will 
NEVER be perfect at this. But this strive to be the best I can, the CLOSEST to 
perfect I can get, is super motivating and fulfilling. I love how much FUN it is to 
be a part of something bigger than I am – the players, the coaches, the fans 
and of course the other umpires who have become the closest thing to family 
to me beyond my true family. 

My absolute favorite part of my umpiring career has been helping other 
umpires find and achieve their own goals. I loved the honor of being Seattle’s 
UIC and figuring out different ways to train and support umpires at all levels.” 

3)  What is your biggest achievement professionally or personally? 



 
“Not really an achievement, but one of the most profound life-changing 
experiences for me was navigating into a place of forgiveness with my dad as I 
chose to be there for him every step of the way during his journey with 
pancreatic cancer. I was washed with the true meaning of Grace and the 
abundance of Joy and Love that true forgiveness can bring. It changed my life. 

Funny that during this time I was also given my biggest umpiring opportunity – 
representing USA Softball umpiring the Pan American World Championship 
Games in the Dominican Republic – one of the two American umpires chosen 
for the honor (the other the amazing Linda Hoover out of Michigan). Truly the 
experience of a lifetime (but it was also hard as it took me away from my dad 
for two weeks).” 

4)  Given a chance, if you could be anyone for the day, who would you be? 

“Wild Bill Silves. He is more loved than anyone I know, has helped SO MANY 
people succeed in meeting their dreams, and is the most down-to-earth 
authentically HIMSELF person I’ve ever met. He models love, caring, friendship, 
integrity, perseverance and a wild sense of humor. 

Also – I think Brandi Carlile is having an amazing, 
absolutely-completely-deserved-fantastic moment in today’s world and I’d love 
to experience that energy. I’m pretty sure it wouldn’t suck.” 

5)  If you were writing a memoir about your life to date, what would the title be? 

“I AM writing a memoir about my life, and its title is Friday Night Tacos. I’ve also 
toyed with the title The Bricklayer’s Daughter. I’m also writing a short memoir 
about my recent breast cancer experience with a tentative title Machi, which is 
the Japanese word for “the act of waiting.”” 
 

Help Outside of the Rule Book 
By Kayleen Dunson 
 
Of course you, being the type of umpire who prides yourself on 
knowing all the softball rules – including some of the tricky ones like 
“Is that obstruction?” or “Did the discarded bat hit the live ball or did 
the ball roll into the bat?” or "What's for lunch?” – regularly study your 



 
rule book. When you run into a sticky situation and you’re unsure if you made the right 
call, you go to your rule book to get guidance. Yay! 
 
But have you ever gone to the rule book, looked up the rule, and STILL don’t quite 
understand? Good news, You’re not alone!  Sometimes we all need a little 
CLARIFICATION. And USA Softball has a TON of Clarification guidance on their website 
going back to 2014. Check it out at this link:  

https://www.usasoftball.com/plays-and-rule-clarifications/ 

Here’s one sample of play clarification for this month: 

R1 on 3B and R2 on 2B, B4 hits a pop up behind the pitching plate. F1 is backing up along with F4 & F6 
coming in to try and field the pop fly. F6 collides with R2 in their attempt to field the pop fly. The umpire 
ruled interference by R2 and declared them out, putting R1 back at 3B and B4 at 1B. Correct Ruling? 
  

You’ll have to go to the website to get the “official” ruling. There are hundreds of 
clarifications from USA softball stored on the website. If you have a play you’d like to 
submit to USA Softball for Clarification, let UIC George Gunn know! 

Now, what’s for lunch? 

Have questions about other codes? Check out the SMSUA site for more information: 

Rules | Seattle Metro Softball Umpires Association 

President’s Corner 
By Jeff Pohjola 

Fellow Blues, 

I want to begin by saying what an honor it is to have your trust as SMSUA President. 
While the work can sometimes be tedious and stressful, the Executive Board has made 
meaningful progress in strengthening our association and putting us on a solid path 
forward. 

For this issue of the newsletter, I wanted to share a few updates on what we have been 
working on. 

First, regarding our financial situation: as some of you may know, a number of important 
filings and administrative requirements were not kept current in prior years. Due in part 
to turnover in the treasurer position, SMSUA fell behind on certain tax filings, paperwork, 

https://www.usasoftball.com/plays-and-rule-clarifications/
https://smsua.org/rules/


 
and other materials required by government agencies. As a result, the association lost 
its IRS nonprofit status, had its state business license revoked, and incurred several 
thousand dollars in principal, interest, and penalties related to unfiled taxes from 
previous years. 

I am pleased to report that, with Kirk Lyons now serving as our treasurer, we have 
already corrected several of these issues. Our Washington business license has been 
restored, we are in the process of regaining our nonprofit status with the IRS, and we 
hope to finalize a budget for the 2026 season once all outstanding expenses are fully 
known. Even with these challenges, our overall financial health remains in good 
condition. 

We have also been working hard to improve transparency and communication between 
the Executive Board and the general membership. I hope I have not cluttered your inbox 
with too many emails, but keeping members informed is a priority. The Board has been 
holding regular meetings, at least once each month, as we work through everything 
from the budget to this newsletter to rebuilding the website. As a reminder, Board 
meetings are typically conducted on Zoom and are open to the membership. Meeting 
dates will be posted at SMSUA.org as they are scheduled. 

Finally, one of my biggest priorities has been rebuilding the camaraderie and fellowship 
that we, along with many other associations, seem to have lost since COVID. That effort 
includes reinstating our annual umpire awards, having challenge coins minted, and 
working to make our meetings more engaging and enjoyable. 

As always, the Board welcomes your suggestions, ideas, and any help you may be 
willing to offer. 

Please feel free to reach out to me or any other Board member at any time. 

Here’s to a great 2026 season. 

Yours in softball, 

Jeff Pohjola​
President, SMSUA​
jeffpohjola@gmail.com​
206-450-7674 

 
 
 

http://smsua.org/
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